
The BK Drying Recorders 
 

BK3 
The BK 3 Speed Drying Recorder has been used widely in the coatings 
industry throughout the world for several decades. A needle carrier holding 
six hemispherical ended needles travels the length of the six 305 x 25 mm test 
strips in 6, 12 or 24 hours. Other speeds are available to special order.  A time 
scale  on the side cover  is graduated to suit the three different travel times. 

BK6 



The BK 6 and BK 10 Recorders have independently operating tracks 
allowing tests to be made at different start times.  Pairs of tracks operate at the 
same speed, and a wide range of travel times are available. Travel  times of 6, 
12, 24 and 48 hours are all considered as standard.  A time scale on  the  front  
cover is graduated to suit  the  instrument’s  drying  time  ranges.  Each pair of 
tracks has its own individual  operating switch. 

BK10 
The Recorders define stages in the drying process as:-
Stage 1     A pear shaped impression corresponding to the time taken for 
evaporation of the solvent.
Stage 2     The cutting of a continuous track, corresponding to a sol-gel 
transition.
Stage 3    An interrupted track corresponding to the surface-dry time.
Stage 4    The needle no longer penetrates the film, corresponding to the final 
drying time.
Brass weights, each weighing 5 grams,  may be used to apply greater  
pressure on  the needles  and  thus record the through-drying   properties of  
alkyds, varnishes and  paints.  The  BK Drying  Recorders  will give useful 
information about the gelation times of  many  two component surface coating 
materials, and about the properties of such films.
Consumables and Accessories 



Hemispherical ended steel needles (supplied as standard). 
Stainless steel needles are available for water based applications.



**McIlwain Tissue Chopper **Mickle Tissue Disintegrator**BK Drying Recorders**Mickle 
Proofer**Mickle Rub Tester**Mickle Dragee Pan

Teflon coated needles for specialist applications (coated one 
end).

5mm ball ended needles for specialist applications.

5gram brass weights to increase needle load.

Paint film applicators available in Carbon and Stainless steel 
(for water based applications) with gap sizes from 10-650 microns .

Glass test strips      

Casterguide for use in conjunction with the paint film applicator
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